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Hope in the Darkness: An Introduction

What is Hope in the Darkness?

Because of the modern emphasis on reason, many people in Western countries stopped believing
in demons and the supernatural. But the experiences of people around the world testify that what
the Bible says is true: there is an evil, supernatural and personal force at work in our world. The
Bible calls this force Satan or the devil. The Bible says he is the head of an invisible army of
fallen angels called demons or evil spirits. And the Bible gives us good news that God has
triumphed over the devil on the cross. It tells us that God gives us his Holy Spirit to strengthen
us to defeat Satan’s evil schemes against us.

Hope in the Darkness is a series of 25 radio messages that summarize the Bible’s good news
about God’s victory over evil, unseen forces. Much of the world struggles with fear of curses and
evil spirits. Many people are involved with witchcraft and idolatry. Many have questions about
the relationship of sin and sickness. What does the Bible say about Satan and the demonic forces
that he leads? What has God done about evil and Satan? How should Christians respond when
they see evil and injustice in the world? What hope do people have against the strange, evil
forces at work in their lives? These are the kinds of questions this series of messages addresses.

How to use Hope in the Darkness?

Because this series was written with traditional peoples in mind, some producers may find that
some messages will not fit their listeners’ needs. We encourage each producer to read over the
scripts prayerfully to decide which ones are the most helpful for their listeners.

These messages on Hope in the Darkness are arranged as follows:

Messages 1 — 6: The Rise and Fall of Satan.

Messages 7 —20:  How Jesus Destroys Satan’s Evil Works, such as demon possession, magic,
curses, sickness, ancestor worship, and injustice.

Messages 21 —25: Satan’s attacks Against Believers and the Church, focusing on such issues
as spiritual warfare, persecution and pride.

Each message or series of messages is found in the left column of the page. The right column is
reserved for background notes and special instructions that the producers may find helpful.

A personal word from the authors:
We encourage producers to pray regularly at all times for their lives and ministries. We
recommend heightened prayer for God’s protection and power as you use these messages.



Hope in the Darkness — An Introduction

It is our sincere desire and prayer that Hope in the Darkness will be a valuable tool in reaching
many persons with ‘Words of Hope’—the good news of the power and victory of Jesus Christ.

In his name,

Ao

Dave Gifford

Acknowledgment:

The writers have not personally witnessed all of the realities mentioned in the messages. We
were both ‘stretched’ beyond our experience in writing many of the messages. For this reason we
enlisted the aid of a number of international consultants from countries like Nigeria, Indonesia
and Korea, who shared their personal experiences and reviewed several of the scripts. We are
greatly indebted to them for their invaluable assistance.

vi



Hope in the Darkness - Message #1

We All Have Three Enemies

WE ALL HAVE THREE ENEMIES

Theme: We need to distinguish three different spiritual
enemies: The flesh (the sinful nature each person has), the
world, and unseen demonic spirits.

Bible Verses: Various. See below.

Introduction:

Why do people do evil? Why do people everywhere com-
mit harmful, destructive acts? More importantly, why do
we ourselves do and say things we know are wrong?

We think of evil as a part of life. We are used to seeing

ourselves and others do wrong. But the existence of evil is

a strange thing. Think about it:

*  We know what is right and wrong. But still we do what
is wrong.

* God is our Creator and Judge. We know his commands.

Yet we do not obey him as we ought.

* Our society’s laws and customs tell us what we should
and should not do. But people ignore the law and its
threats of punishment and do wrong anyway.

*  Sometimes we do not even want to do wrong! We are
divided against ourselves. Part of us knows evil will be

harmful for us or for our families. But another part of us

is irresistibly drawn to evil. Why is this so?

The Bible tells us that there are three forces or powers that
tempt and drive people to sin. They are the enemies of God
and of everyone who follows him. They are the flesh, the
world and the devil. Today we want to think about each of
these enemies.

1. The Flesh*

When the first man and woman disobeyed God, their bod-
ies and souls changed. They became corrupt. So now every
person is born with a “sinful nature” (the Bible calls this
“the flesh”). This sinful nature is the part of us that desires
to disobey God. It battles against our desire to do good.

Explanatory notes and
space for your notes:

*The Bible uses the word
‘flesh’ in different ways.

a) Sometimes it means our bod-
ies or the skin on our bodies.

b) Sometimes it means people
(“all flesh”).

c) Sometimes it means the nor-
mal, non-evil limitations of being
human-the things people can’t
do but God can (“The spirit is
willing but the flesh is weak”).
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We All Have Three Enemies

Here is what the Bible says:

I love God'’s law with all my heart. But there is
another law at work within me that is at war with
my mind. This law wins the fight and makes me a
slave to the sin that is still within me. Oh, what a
miserable person I am! Who will free me from this
life that is dominated by sin? Thank God! The an-
swer is in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 7:22-25, NLT

2. The World*

The Bible also says that sinful people unite together to
oppose God and to do things that displease him. They form
patterns of behavior that tempt others into joining them.
The Bible calls these patterns of behavior “the world.” It
says,

Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world,
but let God transform you into a new person by
changing the way you think.

Romans 12:2, NLT

An important part of the battle against evil is to fight the

world:

» To resist joining others when they do evil.

* To influence people for good instead of letting them
influence us for evil.

* To work with other followers of Jesus to make our
world a better place. We can bring changes to our com-
munities, our nation and our world.

But that is not all. There is one more enemy:

3. The Devil

The Bible says that some of God’s helpers, called angels,
turned against God. They are now called demons or evil
spirits. Their leader is called Satan or the devil. The Bible
says this:

Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able
to stand firm against all strategies and tricks of the
Devil. For we are not fighting against people made
of flesh and blood, but against the evil rulers and

d) Sometimes Paul uses the
term ‘the flesh’ to describe the
condition of all people who do
not believe in Jesus. Everyone
who is not a believer still be-
longs to ‘the flesh,’” the old way
of things. But people who be-
lieve in Jesus die to the flesh
and are re-born as people who
now belong to the Spirit.

e) The Apostle Paul also talks
about flesh as a controlling
power (a law, principle or ten-
dency) inside of each of us,
even believers. Many English
translations translate flesh as
‘sinful nature’ when this is the
meaning. It is the part of us that
wants to sin and disobey God.

*The Bible uses the word
“world” in different ways.

a) Sometimes it means the earth
we live on.

b) Sometimes it means the total
number of all people — “God so
loved the world,” (John 3:16).

c) But it also speaks of the world
as people who do wrong deeds
and think wrong thoughts.

The world is wrong ideas, wrong
attitudes and wrong patterns of
behavior that people share be-
tween themselves.

There is a saying: “You can take
the Christian out of the world,
but you can’t take the world out
of the Christian.” If we separate
ourselves from others but still
hold to false beliefs and prac-
tices, then we have not escaped
the world.
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authorities of the unseen world, against those

mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and

against wicked spirits in the heavenly realms.
Ephesians 6:11-12, NLT

This evil army of demons works through our sinful nature
and through the world. But demons also attack people
directly. They can deceive people, harm people, make them
sick, and even enter people to control them! But the verses
we just read show us that followers of Jesus have spiritual
armor (protection) from evil spirits.

It is important to have a complete understanding of our
fight against evil. It is dangerous for us to fight only one of
these three enemies and ignore the other enemies.

If we think our sinful nature is our only enemy, we will
become focused only on improving ourselves through faith
and self-discipline. We will neglect the larger needs of
society. And we will experience defeat because there are
other, unseen powers against whom we must battle.

If we think the world is our only enemy, we will focus
only on changing societies, rules for personal behavior and
institutions through politics, education and reform. We will
forget that the world is made up of people, and each per-
son’s life has to change. We will focus on the visible world
and overlook the influence of unseen, evil forces.

And, if we think the unseen demonic world is our only
enemy, we will focus on ways to stop demons. We will not
try to make our lives and our societies better. We will
blame evil spirits for our problems while our hearts, our
families and our nations go unchanged.

This is the first in a series of messages on the unseen,
demonic world. In this series we will discover how Jesus
defeats Satan and his army of demons. We will see the
great power that Jesus gives to each of his followers to
fight the devil. We will see how faith in Jesus and the
power of the Holy Spirit destroys our fear of unseen pow-
ers.

We all believe there are unseen powers that can help or hurt
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us. But we must always remember that the fight against
evil is more than just a matter of fighting evil spirits. It is
also a matter of bringing our sinful natures under control by
the power of the Holy Spirit. And it is also a matter of
bringing change to our world by our example and by our
united efforts as faithful followers of Jesus.

Our enemies are many. Some are seen and some are un-
seen. But take heart! God’s power is greater! And he pro-
tects and strengthens his followers.

“His divine power has given us everything we need for life
and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us
by his own goodness.”

2 Peter 1:3, NIV

[Conclude with an appropriate prayer of trust in God’s
power]

10
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The Great Accuser

THE GREAT ACCUSER

Theme: Satan is our accuser, but we can prove his accusa-
tions wrong by being faithful to God.

Bible Verses: Various verses from Job 1-2

Introduction:

There are times in every person’s life when we feel like a
failure. A little voice inside of us tells us, “You are no
good. God doesn’t love you. You are a failure. Look at all
the mistakes you’ve made. Just give up trying to be a good
person. You will never succeed.”

Some people become depressed and sad when they hear the
voice. It disturbs them and causes them to lose their hope
and motivation. Other people become afraid when they
hear the voice. They try harder to succeed. They feel guilty
and ashamed, and they strive to be the best person they can
be. They immerse themselves in work and activity so that
they won’t be able to hear the accusing voice inside them.

To whom does this accusing voice belong? And what
should we do when we hear it? The Bible gives us the
answers.

One of the oldest stories of the Bible is the true story of
Job. Job was a rich man. But God let Job suffer greatly.
Job’s children died and he lost all of his wealth. Then he
got sick with sores all over his body. But Job held on to his
faith in God. He did not curse God when he lost everything
he had. The story of Job is important because it teaches us
about the meaning of suffering and gives us an example of
patient endurance.

The story of Job is also important because it introduces us
to Satan. Who is Satan? What does he do? Let’s listen to
part of the story of Job to find out.

One day, when the angels had gathered around the

LORD, and Satan was there with them, the LORD asked,
“Satan, where have you been?”

11

Explanatory Notes:
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Satan replied, “I have been going all over the earth.”

Then the LORD asked, “What do you think of my
servant Job? No one on earth is like him—he is a truly
good person, who respects me and refuses to do evil.”

“Why shouldn’t he respect you?” Satan remarked.
“You are like a wall protecting not only him, but his
entire family and all his property. You make him suc-
cessful in whatever he does, and his flocks and herds are
everywhere. Try taking away everything he owns, and he
will curse you to your face.”

The LORD replied, “All right, Satan, do what you
want with anything that belongs to him, but don’t harm
Job.”

Then Satan left.

In one day, Job lost all of his livestock and property. All of
Job’s sons and daughters were killed by various catastro-
phes. His servants came to tell him the horrible news.

When Job heard this, he tore his clothes and shaved
his head because of his great sorrow. He knelt on the
ground, then worshiped God and said:

“We bring nothing at birth;

we take nothing with us at death.
The LORD alone gives and takes.
Praise the name of the LORD!”

In spite of everything, Job did not sin or accuse God
of doing wrong.

When the angels gathered around the LORD again,
Satan was there with them, and the LORD asked, Satan,
where have you been?”

9

Satan replied, “I have been going all over the earth.

Then the LORD asked, “What do you think of my
servant Job? No one on earth is like him—he is a truly
good person, who respects me and refuses to do evil.
And he hasn’t changed, even though you persuaded me
to destroy him for no reason.”

Satan answered, “There’s no pain like your own.

12
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The Great Accuser

People will do anything to stay alive. Try striking Job’s
own body with pain, and he will curse you to your face.”

“All right!” the LORD replied. “Make Job suffer as
much as you want, but just don’t kill him.” Satan left
and caused painful sores to break out all over Job’s
body—from head to toe.

Then Job sat on the ash-heap to show his sorrow.
And while he was scraping his sores with a broken piece
of pottery, his wife asked, “Why do you still trust God?
Why don’t you curse him and die?”

Job replied, “Don’t talk like a fool! If we accept
blessings from God, we must accept trouble as well.” In

all that happened, Job never once said anything against
God.

Job 1:6-12; 1:20-2:10, CEV
What does this story tell us about Satan? Several things.

First, Satan is an angel (a supernatural messenger). We
see him with the angels who are gathered around the Lord.
Other parts of the Bible tell us his story:* He was once a
great angel, but out of pride he rebelled against God. He led
many angels astray and they became what we now call
‘demons’ or ‘unclean spirits,” a great army of evil beings.

Second, the story of Job tells us that Satan is an accuser
and a slanderer. Satan says that Job is selfish-he only
loves God for the wealth God gives him. Satan says that if
God would stop rewarding Job with wealth and success,
Job would curse God. Satan says that God makes Job look
good by giving him financial reasons to be religious.

Satan hates God and his followers. He speaks evil against

them. He accuses God of being foolish. He accuses God’s

followers of wrongdoing. We can see this from the names

the Bible gives him:

+ “Satan” means “adversary” (enemy, opponent).

*  “The devil” means “Accuser” or “Slanderer” (someone
who speaks hatefully against someone else).

The third truth this story teaches us is that Satan is
under God’s control. God gave Satan permission to test

13

*Those Bible verses are:

1. Revelation 12 says that Sa-
tan lured one-third of the angels
from their positions (stars are
symbols for angels in Revela-
tion). The good angels fought
the evil angels and defeated
them. The devil and the evil an-
gels were cast out of heaven to
the earth.

2. Luke 10:18 says that Satan
fell from heaven like lightning.

3. 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6
speak of angels who sinned
against God. God put them in a
deep pit with unbreakable
chains until the day of judgment.

4. 1 Timothy 3:6 says that pride
is the main sin the devil is guilty
of (see message #20).
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Job, but he put strict limits on what Satan could and could
not do.

Does it frighten you to think that a powerful creature like
Satan hates you and speaks accusations against you to
God? We need not fear Satan’s anger or his evil plans
against us. Satan is strictly limited in what he can do.
Satan cannot do anything to hurt us unless God permits him
to test us. God is in control of our lives, and he loves us
very much. He may allow us to be tested for a while. We
may suffer grief and loss. But he will always provide for
our needs.

Finally, the story of Job assures us that we can triumph
over Satan. What person has ever suffered more than Job?
God took away his wealth, his family and his health. What
would you do if that happened to you?

Many people would be angry with God. They would stop
loving him and become resentful, angry people. But Job
refused to curse God. Despite his pain, Job triumphed
over Satan’s accusations. He proved Satan wrong by
remaining faithful to God. At the end of the story of Job
there is no mention of Satan. Perhaps Satan felt so defeated
by Job’s faithfulness that he was too ashamed to show his
face in heaven!

* God wants you to be faithful. God was proud of Job.
“What do you think of my servant Job?”” he asked Sa-
tan. God feels the same way about you. He is not like
an angry enemy, waiting for you to fail. He is like a
proud parent watching his child. He loves you and is
eager to see you do what is right.

« Satan wants you to fail. He wants you to curse and
reject God.

Wouldn’t you like to make God proud of you? Wouldn’t
you like to make the devil ashamed of his harsh, accusing
words? Don’t allow Satan to be proved right. Put your trust
in God. Be faithful to him when you go through difficult
times. God is good. He will take care of you!

[Conclude with an appropriate prayer for God to give your
listeners the faithfulness of Job and victory over Satan)

14
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Our Great Defender

OUR GREAT DEFENDER

Theme: Satan is our accuser, but Jesus defends us against
his accusations and attacks.
Bible Verses: Romans 8:33-39

In our last message, we saw that there is a spirit-being
named Satan. Sometimes we hear Satan’s voice inside of
us, accusing us of being worthless failures. His voice tells
us that God could never love us. His voice causes many
people to be ashamed and lose hope.

Satan was once an angel, a special messenger of God. But
Satan was too proud. He tried to overthrow God, and failed.
God threw Satan and the other angels who joined his rebel-
lion out of heaven.

Now Satan and the evil angels, also called demons or evil
spirits, oppose God and his followers. They accuse God of
wrong doing. They find fault with believers. Their mouths
speak accusations and lies.

We heard the story of Job, a rich man. Satan accused Job of
a selfish love for God. He said Job only loved God because
God gave him everything. “Take away his wealth and his
health,” Satan said, “and Job will curse you to your face!”
God let Satan take away Job’s wealth, his sons and daugh-
ters and even his health. But Job remained faithful to God.
He proved that Satan’s accusations were false. Satan was
defeated and ashamed.

But Job was an extraordinary hero. What about the rest of
us? Many of us fail when God tests us. Many of us would
like to be as strong or faithful as Job was, but we are weak.
Is there hope for us when Satan accuses us? Or will God
stop loving us when Satan’s accusations against us prove to
be right?

The Bible gives us an answer that is filled with hope and
good news. If we follow Jesus and put our hope in him, he
will protect us from every attack and accusation of the evil
one. Listen to this comforting promise from the Bible:

15
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If God says his chosen ones are acceptable to him,
can anyone bring charges against them? Or can
anyone condemn them? No indeed! Christ died and
was raised to life, and now he is at God’s right side,
speaking to him for us. Can anything separate us
from the love of Christ? Can trouble, suffering, and
hard times, or hunger and nakedness, or danger
and death? It is exactly as the Scriptures say,

“For you we face death all day long.
We are like sheep on their way
to be butchered.”

In everything we have won more than a victory
because of Christ who loves us. I am sure that noth-
ing can separate us from God’s love—not life or
death, not angels or spirits, not the present or the
future, and not powers above or powers below.
Nothing in all creation can separate us from God’s
love for us in Christ Jesus our Lord!

Romans 8:33-39, CEV

What beautiful and comforting words from the Bible. What
do they tell us?

First, they tell us that Jesus died for us and rose from
death to life. The Bible says that Jesus’ death on the cross
was very important. In his justice God commanded that all
sinners be put to death. On the cross Jesus suffered the
punishment for our sins. He died in our place. When the
devil accuses us of sin, we who believe in Jesus can be
confident. Our sins are paid for by the death of Jesus. God
will not destroy us for our sins because Jesus took the
punishment upon himself.

Second, these Bible verses tell us that Jesus intercedes
for us in heaven. Jesus ascended to heaven and stands
before God the Father. He intercedes (“prays”) to the Fa-
ther on our behalf. Think of it! The devil is an accuser. He
speaks evil words against us to God. But there is someone
else in heaven who speaks on our behalf. Jesus defends us
against the accusations of the devil. When God thinks
about us, whose words will he listen to? Will God listen to
the words of the devil, the enemy of all that is good? Or
will he listen to the words of his dear Son, Jesus Christ? Of
course he will listen to his Son.

16
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Sometimes we feel alone. We feel as if no one is on our
side. We think we have no one who will defend us. But the
Bible says we have someone who speaks kind, loving
words about us. Jesus prays to his Father for us. What a
comfort it is to know that Jesus defends everyone who
believes in him from the terrible accusations of the devil.

Finally, the Bible verses tell us that God loves with an
everlasting love everyone who follows Jesus Christ.
Let’s hear the promise again: “Nothing in all creation can
separate us from God’s love for us in Christ Jesus our
Lord!” (Verse 39).

We saw earlier that God demands that all sins be punished
by death. We heard that Jesus prays to God the Father for
us. Does this mean that God hates us? Does it mean he is
an angry God?

On the one hand, it is true that God hates all sin and wrong-
doing. He is a just judge who does not approve of injustice.
He is a Creator who does not like to see his creatures dis-
obey him. He does not want to see the universe which he
created filled with evil. He is angry to see people he made
become the victims of other, cruel people.

But the Bible also says that God loves all people and de-

sires them to be saved.* That is why he sent Jesus to die for

us. And the verses we read from Romans tell us that he has

a special, unbreakable love for everyone who puts their

faith in Jesus. Jesus acts as their shield and refuge. God’s

anger does not fall on them. They are covered by Jesus’

love. God promises to love them forever. * John 3:16, 1 Timothy 2:4.

Do you ever feel that all is lost? Is your life filled with
despair? Do you have bad dreams that you fear will come
true? Do stories of the power of demons make you anxious
or upset? When the devil troubles you by reminding you of
the mistakes you have made and the sins you have commit-
ted, remember: God loves you! He wants the best for you.
He has made a way by which you can be free from the
accusations of the evil one. He sent his Son Jesus to die for
you. If you believe in Jesus, God will pour out his love on
you forever. And no one, not even the devil, can separate
you from God’s love. Amen!

17
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[Conclude with an appropriate prayer of thanksgiving and
trust|
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Explanatory Notes:

WHO IS IN CONTROL OF THE
WORLD?

Theme: Satan was the ruler of this world, but Jesus de-
feated him by the cross.
Bible Verses: Colossians 2:13-15, NIV

Introduction:

There is a war going on around the world. It is a very im-
portant war. No, it’s not the war against terrorism. Guns
and bombs are not the destroyers in this war. The war I’'m
talking about is the spiritual war between good and evil.
God and his army of angels are fighting against Satan and
his army of demons. They are fighting for control over the
people of the world. Do you ever feel there is a battle
against your soul? Are you afraid that some evil force will
hurt you?

In the battle between good and evil, we are often afraid
that evil will win. Many days we wonder if evil has al-
ready won. We see evil people gather wealth and power.
We see good people turn bad when they are seduced
(tempted) by evil. We often feel we are losing the battle.

I want to tell you today that the war between good and evil
has already been won. But the winner may surprise you.
Evil was not the winner of this war. Good was the victor.
God has already defeated Satan!

When did God defeat evil? The Bible gives us the answer.
It tells us that Jesus won the war against the demonic
forces of evil when he died on the cross. Here is what the
Bible says:

When you were dead in your sins and in the

uncircumcision * of your sinful nature, God made

you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,

hgving cancelled th'e written code, with its regula- of removing a piece of flesh
tions, that was against us and stood opposed to us; (called the foreskin) from the
he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having penis. Circumcision was part of

disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a the covenant between God and
Abraham in the book of Genesis

* Circumcision is the process
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public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by
the cross.
Colossians 2:13-15, NIV

What do these three Bible verses mean?

1. Verse 13: We were dead, but God made us alive.
When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision
of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.

Each one of us have broken the laws God gave us for right
living. We have sinned. The punishment for sin is death.
Death is more than just our physical death at the end of life.
* We all have an inner desire to disobey God.

» We are spiritually powerless. We are dead in our spirits.
* We all die because of sin.

*  We are excluded from the promise of eternal life.

But God decided to give us life again. He sent Jesus to die
on the cross to destroy the power of death. Listen to these
exciting words from the Bible:

Yes, by God’s grace, Jesus tasted death for everyone in
all the world.

Because God'’s children are human beings—made of
flesh and blood—Jesus also became flesh and blood by
being born in human form. For only as a human being
could he die, and only by dying could he break the
power of the Devil, who had the power of death. Only
in this way could he deliver those who have lived all
their lives as slaves to the fear of dying.

Hebrews 2:9, 14-15, NLT

Everyone who believes in Jesus is truly alive:

» Instead of being spiritually useless like a dead body,
each believer has new spiritual power to obey God.

* Instead of being excluded from eternal life, believers
receive the assurance that they will live forever because
Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus will never die again. He
has eternal life, and he offers that eternal life to all
people. We believe and God makes us live again.

2. Verse 14: We were guilty, but God forgave us.
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(chapter 17).

God required all of Abraham’s
male descendants to be circum-
cised. Circumcision became a
distinguishing mark between
Jews (descendants of Abraham)
and Gentiles (non-Jews). The
word ‘circumcision’ came to
mean “people who are accepted
by God and included in his cove-
nant” and ‘uncircumcision’ came
to mean “people who are ex-
cluded.”

What Paul means in verse 13
about the uncircumcision of your
sinful nature is this: sin makes
everyone unacceptable and ex-
cluded from God’s family, even
if they are physically circum-
cised. We all need our sinful
natures removed and our sins
forgiven by Jesus’ death on the
Cross.
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He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the written
code, with its regulations, that was against us and stood
opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross.

Satan thought he defeated God when he convinced the first
man and woman to disobey God. Satan knew that God is a
perfect Judge, and must punish sinners. Satan thought God
would destroy the people he created when they sinned.

But on the cross, Jesus suffered the punishment for our
sins. He was punished so that we would not have to be
punished. God put our guilt on him. In this way our sins
were forgiven.

The laws of God that we disobeyed charged us with terrible
crimes against God. These laws said, “You are guilty of
sin!”” But Jesus took those charges away. Now Jesus as-
sures us, “You are innocent!”” He took our guilt away.

Satan’s plan to make the entire world guilty of sin failed.
Everyone who believes in Jesus can have their sins for-
given. So by faith you can have your sins forgiven. No sin
or guilt will control you any longer.

3. Verse 15: Demonic forces fought against us, but God
defeated them.

And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made
a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the
Cross.

These “powers and authorities” are the unseen demonic

forces at work in the world. Their desire is to control and

destroy all people. But God is far more powerful than all
these powers:

* God is the all-powerful Creator of the universe. Satan is
only a creature, one small part of the universe God
created.

* God is present everywhere, knows all things, and can
do anything. Satan has only limited power and knowl-
edge.

» The war between good and evil was never a war be-
tween equals.
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God defeated the devil and all evil powers by the death of
one man, Jesus. Jesus won the war against the vast army of
evil by dying. He won by sacrificing his life for others.
Isn’t that amazing?

Evil still exists in the world today. But Jesus’ victory on the
cross is a guarantee that evil will one day be completely
defeated. Satan’s time is limited. This gives us great confi-
dence to fight evil today.

How do we fight evil? There are many ways:

*  We can resist temptations to do evil.

* We can do what is right even when the voices in our
minds and other people urge us not to do it.

*  We can urge others to do good.

*  We can love, serve, and forgive others.

* We can urge the leaders in society (government, police,
teachers, religious leaders) to use their authority to
make our communities and nations more just.

* We can protest unjust practices and laws.

At times, we feel weak and powerless. We think that none
of these activities will do any good. We are tempted to give
up. But we should remember that God has won the victory!
Jesus “triumphed” over the demonic powers and authorities
“by the cross.” The time is coming when the evil we see
now will only be a memory. And God is with us even now,
giving us strength by his Holy Spirit. We can have courage
and confidence as we battle evil in our lives and in our
world.

[Conclude with an appropriate prayer of confidence in the
cross of Christ.]
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THE FINAL VICTORY

Theme: Jesus will return to complete his victory over
Satan.
Bible Verses: Revelation 20:7-21:4, NLT

Introduction:

In our last message we saw that Jesus defeated Satan by
dying on the cross. Satan wants all people to die forever.
Jesus died so that we could live forever. Satan wanted God
to punish us for our sins. Jesus suffered for our sins so that
God would forgive us and not punish us. The Bible ex-
plains,

only by dying could [Jesus] break the power of the
Devil, who had the power of death. Only in this way
could he deliver those who have lived all their lives as
slaves to the fear of dying.

Hebrews 2:14-15, NLT

The war is over! Jesus won the battle between good and
evil! God has triumphed over Satan on the cross! Everyone
who believes in Jesus will live forever! This is the good
news that believers announce throughout the world.

Jesus’ defeat of Satan on the cross and his resurrection
from the dead made it certain that one day all evil will be
removed from the earth. Even though Satan still lives to
tempt and threaten people, his time is short. Soon he will be
destroyed.

How will this world-wide war finally end? The Bible de-
scribes that day with great excitement in one of the last
chapters of the last book of the Bible, Revelation:

When the thousand years end,* Satan will be let out of
his prison. He will go out to deceive the nations from
every corner of the earth which are called Gog and
Magog.* He will gather them together for battle—a
mighty host, as numberless as sand along the shore.
And I saw them as they went up on the broad plain of
the earth and surrounded God’s people and the beloved
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city. But fire from heaven came down on the attacking
armies and consumed them.

Then the Devil, who betrayed them, was thrown into the
lake of fire that burns with sulfur, joining the beast and
the false prophet. There they will be tormented day and
night forever and ever.

And I saw a great white throne, and I saw the one who
was sitting on it. The earth and sky fled from his pres-
ence, but they found no place to hide. I saw the dead,
both great and small, standing before God'’s throne.
And the books were opened, including the Book of Life.
And the dead were judged according to the things writ-
ten in the books, according to what they had done. The
sea gave up the dead in it, and death and the grave
gave up the dead in them. They were all judged accord-
ing to their deeds. And death and the grave were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second
death—the lake of fire. And anyone whose name was

not found recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into
the lake of fire.

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old
heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea
was also gone. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusa-
lem, coming down from God out of heaven like a beau-
tiful bride prepared for her husband.

I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, the
home of God is now among his people! He will live with
them, and they will be his people. God himself will be
with them. He will remove all of their sorrows, and
there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or
pain. For the old world and its evils are gone forever.

Revelation 20:7-21:4, NLT

What an exciting vision of the end of the world! We see
several things that will happen in that great and wonderful
day:

The devil will gather a large army of people to attack
God’s people. It will be one final battle between good
and evil.
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complex for a brief radio mes-
sage. You may wish to omit
these words for this message
and explain them some other
time. However, if you choose to
explain them, here is a simple
explanation of their meaning.

The Thousand years:

Some Christians believe that
there will be a 1,000-year rule of
Christ on the earth from Jerusa-
lem after he returns. But many
believers (including us at Words
of Hope) believe that this num-
ber is a symbol. It represents
Christ’s rule over his church in
the present age from his resur-
rection until his future return.
Either way, what these verses
are saying is that at the end of
time Satan will gather a large
army to attack believers, but
Jesus will defeat Satan.

Gog and Magog:

In many ways, John connects
the revelation he receives from
God to the books of the Old
Testament. One of those books,
Ezekiel, gives the names Gog
and Magog to the last enemies
who oppose God’s people in the
end times. Gog is the name of a
prince and Magog is the name
of his people.
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* God will defeat Satan completely. He will throw him
into a lake of fire to be punished forever because of all
the evil things he did to harm us and all people.

* God will raise all the dead people to life again. He will
judge them for their deeds.

* God will come to live among the people who love and
follow him. He will take away all their pain and suffer-
ing. No one will ever need to cry tears of sadness again.
God will also take away all sin and evil. He will even
take away death, so that no one will ever die again.

Until that great day, the two opposing forces continue to
battle.

» Satan, who has already lost his war for control of the
world, fights to deceive and harm as many people as he
can before his time is over. He will keep turning people
against God for as long as he can.

» Jesus, the winner of the battle, is King of Kings. He
rules over his people. He gives us the command to take
his good news to all people, so that they will believe it.
He gives them the power to fight against the forces of
darkness that try to control them. Believers fight Satan
by resisting temptation, doing good, loving others and
influencing their communities for good because God
gives them his powerful Holy Spirit.

I have an urgent question for every person who is listening
to this message: Whose side are you on? Are you on the
side of Satan, the loser, who will be punished forever for
the evil he does? Or will you follow Jesus, the winner, who
will rule forever and will wipe away every tear from the
eyes of his people?

Maybe you are a person who gossips and criticizes others.
Did you know that your hurtful words are weapons the
devil uses to do his work? Wouldn’t you rather use your
words to encourage and comfort others? Wouldn’t you
rather have the joy of knowing that your words are instru-
ments in the service of Jesus Christ?

I urge you to put your faith in Jesus. Love and follow him.
He gave us beautiful words that bring salvation and hope.
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He gives us his Holy Spirit to strengthen us and make us
wise. He promises us eternal life if we follow him. So we
can have peace in our hearts in a world where evil forces
battle God for control. When we believe, we are on God’s
side. We are victors (winners, champions) forever!

[Conclude with an appropriate prayer that your listeners
will put their trust in Jesus]
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Explanatory Notes:

THE BATTLE FOR CONTROL
GOES ON

Theme: Jesus’ return is delayed but will come suddenly.
We must serve him faithfully until then.

Bible Verses: Luke 12:35-48, CEV

Introduction:

In our last two messages we said that Jesus won the world-
wide war against sin and evil. He triumphed over Satan and
all the forces of darkness by his death on the cross. We also
saw that Jesus will return to make his victory complete.
This gives us great confidence in our own battles against
evil. We can say no to Satan’s temptations and ignore his
threats because we know his time is short. Jesus already
defeated him. When Jesus returns he will completely de-
stroy all evil powers forever.

But Jesus died 2,000 years ago. Why are we still waiting
for his return? Why does evil still seem so strong after all
these years? What answers can we find in the Bible? Did
Jesus give us any teachings that help us on this subject?
Yes, he did.

*  On the one hand, Jesus promised his followers that he
would return soon. He told them to always be ready for
his coming. He could come at any time.

*  On the other hand, Jesus also suggested in his teachings
that he might delay before coming back. I invite you to
look at one of the stories Jesus told about waiting for
his return. The story also explains how we can fight
against the devil.

Here is the story:

Be ready and keep your lamps burning just like those
servants who wait up for their master to return from a
wedding feast. As soon as he comes and knocks, they
open the door for him. Servants are fortunate if their
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master finds them awake and ready when he comes! [
promise you that he will get ready and have his ser-
vants sit down so he can serve them. Those servants are
really fortunate if their master finds them ready, even
though he comes late at night or early in the morning.
You would surely not let a thief break into your home, if
you knew when the thief was coming. So always be
ready! You don’t know when the Son of Man will
come.

Peter asked Jesus, “Did you say this just for us or for
everyone?”

The Lord answered.:

Who are faithful and wise servants? Who are the ones
the master will put in charge of giving the other ser-
vants their food supplies at the proper time? Servants
are fortunate if their master comes and finds them
doing their job. A servant who is always faithful will
surely be put in charge of everything the master owns.

But suppose one of the servants thinks that the master
won’t return until late. Suppose that servant starts
beating all the other servants and eats and drinks and
gets drunk. If that happens, the master will come on a
day and at a time when the servant least expects him.
That servant will then be punished and thrown out with
the servants who cannot be trusted.

If servants are not ready or willing to do what their
master wants them to do, they will be beaten hard. But
servants who don’t know what their master wants them
to do will not be beaten so hard for doing wrong. If
God has been generous with you, he will expect you to
serve him well. But if he has been more than generous,
he will expect you to serve him even better.

Luke 12:35-48, CEV

In this story the Lord Jesus compares himself to the master
of a house who has many servants. The master left for a
wedding feast. in Jesus’ time wedding receptions could last
for days. The master left his servants in charge of his
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household. But they did not know when the master would
return.

» The good servants serve their master faithfully. They
are diligent and prepared. If he comes later than they
expect him, he still finds them serving.

* The bad servants do not serve him faithfully. They are
lazy, selfish and inconsiderate. Since the master delays
in coming, they think he will be very late. Then, when
he comes, he catches them in their evil ways.

1. By telling this story, Jesus suggests that he will not
return as soon as people think. His followers expected
him to return soon, but he is still in heaven now. The Bible
tells us that he has not returned because God is patiently
giving people time to believe in Jesus and be saved from
their sins. It says, “The Lord isn’t slow about keeping his
promises, as some people think he is. In fact, God is pa-
tient, because he wants everyone to turn from sin and no
one to be lost.” (2 Peter 3:9, CEV)

2. But even though he is late, his arrival will be swift
and sudden. He will find some people faithfully serving
him. He will find other people saying, “He will never come
back!” These people will be surprised and ashamed when
Jesus returns. It is foolish to say to ourselves, “I can forget
about God. He is not coming soon.” When Jesus comes, [
want to be ready for him. Don’t you?

3. What does this story have to do with the war between
God and Satan? It tells us to be patient and faithful as we
battle the devil and the evil army of spirits he commands.
The war was won 2,000 years ago, but there are still battles
that we must fight. Even though the enemy’s defeat is
certain, he has not given up yet. He will fight believers
until the day that Christ throws him into the lake of fire
(Revelation 20:10).

Until then, the apostles urge us to “Fight the good fight of
the faith” (1 Timothy 6:12) and, “Endure hardship with us
like a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:3). This
military language speaks of a spiritual battle. Our battle
against Satan is carried out primarily * through prayer,

29

*Producers: The highlighted
word ‘primarily’ is an important



Hope in the Darkness - Message #6

The Battle for Control Goes On

resisting temptation, good deeds, acts of love, and our
wonderful message of forgiveness in Jesus. We use military
force very cautiously, to defend ourselves and to restrain
people who become a threat to others.

Listener, whose side are you on?

If you don’t follow Jesus, the time to believe is now.
God is waiting patiently for you to turn from evil and
follow him.

Or maybe you are a bad servant. You believe in Jesus,
but you have grown lazy, unfaithful, or unloving. In-
stead of fighting the devil, you are giving in to his
temptations. There is still time to pick up your weapon
and fasten your armor. Begin again the fight you once
fought, before the Master arrives and catches you fool-
ishly sinning.

Or maybe you are a faithful servant, a diligent soldier,
but you are tired of the battle. Don’t give up! Your
Commander will return. He will congratulate you and
reward you for your faithfulness. Then you will say, as
one faithful follower of Jesus did:

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished the race,
and I have remained faithful. And now the prize awaits
me—the crown of righteousness that the Lord, the righ-
teous Judge, will give me on that great day of his re-
turn. And the prize is not just for me but for all who
eagerly look forward to his glorious return.”

2 Timothy 4:7-8, NLT

[Conclude with an appropriate prayer for Christ’s return]
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one here. You may feel the
need to address the issue of the
use of force.

In your message you will want to
achieve a balance between two
extremes.

On the one hand, Christianity is
not a violent, aggressive reli-
gion. Christianity emphasizes
the power of love and prohibits
murder, revenge and unjust an-
ger. When you use military lan-
guage about ‘wars’ battles’ and
fighting,” don’t give your listen-
ers the impression that you want
to encourage physical attacks of
violence against unbelievers.

On the other hand, you do not
want to give your believing lis-
teners the impression that our
spiritual ‘battle’ is only about
prayer and good deeds and
never includes the use of physi-
cal force (violence). There may
be occasions in which the use of
force is necessary against peo-
ple who wish to harm others.
Most Christians agree that the
use of force is permissible for
believers under certain condi-
tions. For example, Christians
have the right to defend them-
selves and others from harm.
Police have the responsibility to
use force against lawbreakers.
Soldiers have the responsibility
to defend their country. When
people become a threat to oth-
ers, it is irresponsible to retreat
into prayer and fail to act. Don’t
encourage your Christian listen-
ers to be irresponsible in this
way.
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THE FINGER OF GOD

(How to Get Rid of Evil Spirits)

Theme: Only Jesus has the power to defend people from
the power of demons.

Bible Verses: Luke 11:14-26, CEV

Introduction:

People have invented many ways to defend themselves
from the power of evil spirits.

» Some people wear special bracelets and other jewelry.

» Some wear red material in their clothing.

» Some put statues of lions or dragons outside their
homes to scare demons away.

* Some people chant special combinations of words in
order to try to drive demons away.

Sooner or later people discover that these methods can

never free them from attacks by evil spirits. The evil spirits
will just continue to bother them. But the Bible records that

there was someone who could free people from the influ-
ence of evil spirits just by speaking. His name was Jesus.

1. A True Story About Jesus

Even Jesus’ enemies recognized his power over evil
spirits. They could not understand how he was able to

do it. So they accused him of casting out demons by the
prince of demons. Listen as I read to you this true story

about Jesus from the Bible:

Jesus forced a demon out of a man who could not

talk. And after the demon had gone out, the man started
speaking, and the crowds were amazed. But some people
said, “He forces out demons by the power of Beelzebub,

the ruler of the demons!”

Others wanted to put Jesus to the test. So they asked

him to show them a sign from God. Jesus knew what
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they were thinking, and he said:

A kingdom where people fight each other will end up
in ruin. And a family that fights will break up. If Satan
fights against himself, how can his kingdom last? Yet
you say that I force out demons by the power of Beelze-
bub. If I use his power to force out demons, whose
power do your own followers use to force them out?
They are the ones who will judge you. But if [ use God’s
power* to force out demons, it proves that God’s king-
dom has already come to you.

*God’s power: The original Greek

When a strong man arms himself and guards his reads, “If I drive out demons by the

home, everything he owns is safe. But if a stronger man finger of God.” This is the reason
comes and defeats him, he will carry off the weapons in for our choice of words for the title
which the strong man trusted. Then he will divide with of the message.

others what he has taken.

If you are not on my side, you are against me. If you
don’t gather in the crop with me, you scatter it.

When an evil spirit leaves a person, it travels through
the desert, looking for a place to rest. But when it does-
n'’t find a place, it says, “I will go back to the home I
left.” When it gets there and finds the place clean and
fixed up, it goes off and finds seven other evil spirits
even worse than itself. They all come and make their
home there, and that person ends up in worse shape
than before.

Luke 11:14-26, CEV

2. What Do Jesus’ Words Mean?

Jesus explains to his adversaries that he could not pos-
sibly cast out Satan by the power of Satan. That would
not make sense—why would Satan fight against himself?
And if Jesus casts demons out by Satan’s power, then
by what power do Jesus’ opponents claim to cast out
demons? How do they know they are not also casting
demons out with Satan’s power? “No,” Jesus says, “I
cast demons out by the finger (power) of God.”

A. Jesus can overpower Satan because he is stron-
ger than Satan. Satan may try to defend the things
he has gained power over, but Jesus is stronger. He
will overpower Satan and carry off all of Satan’s
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possessions. What are Satan’s possessions? They
are the people whom Satan has trapped in slavery to
sin. Jesus came to free people from the devil. Jesus
“disarmed the devil” (Hebrews 2:14) and rescues
people from his power. He does this because he has
God’s power.

B. Jesus then says, “If you are not on my side, you are
against me. If you don’t gather in the crop with me,
you scatter it” (Verse 23). In other words, everyone
must decide whether they follow Satan or Jesus.
Satan and Jesus are two rival kings. They both want
to rule the world. We must choose which king to
follow. We can’t remain undecided. Either we are
on Christ’s side or we are against him.

C. Either Jesus will live in our heart or demons will.
Jesus concludes with a story about an evil spirit
who leaves a person, but then returns with more
powerful demons. They make the person’s life even
worse than before. This is what happens to people if
they remove evil spirits but do not ask Jesus into
their hearts. Our heart (our soul, the invisible part of
us) is like a house. Either Jesus will live in our heart
or demons will.

If we remove an evil spirit from our life but we do not
ask Jesus to live in our heart, we leave our hearts unoc-
cupied. We clean and sweep our hearts but we don’t fill
it. The demon will see that our heart is empty, and he
will return with more demonic friends. He will bring
stronger friends with him because he doesn’t want us to
remove him like the first time.

D. If we remove an evil spirit from our hearts, we should
ask Jesus to come into our hearts and live there.
Jesus will make his home in our hearts, then no demon
will ever be able to move into our hearts again. We will
be free!
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Conclusion:

If you are listening to this message right now and are suf-
fering because of an evil spirit, I have good news for you.
Jesus is stronger than any demon. He is the strong man who
came to take away the power which demons use against
you. He wants to free you from the powers of evil.

Will you turn to Jesus? Will you let him rescue you from
darkness? Let me pray for you now.

[Please conclude with an appropriate prayer for the deliv-
erance of your demon-possessed listeners and for their
salvation]
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The Strongest Spirit of All

THE STRONGEST SPIRIT OF
ALL

Theme: The Holy Spirit of Jesus lives in our hearts and
protects us from the power of evil spirits.

Bible verses: Various. See below.

In our last message we read from the Bible that Jesus is
very strong. He has the power to free us from evil spirits.
We discovered that if we ask Jesus to live in our hearts, he
will keep evil spirits from ever entering us again.

1. But how can Jesus live in our hearts? The Bible says
Jesus is in heaven. But we are here on earth! How is this
possible? The answer is that Jesus lives in our hearts
through his Holy Spirit.

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he promised his first
followers that he would sent them his Holy Spirit. He said,

I have told you these things while I am still with you.
But the Holy Spirit will come and help you, because the
Father will send the Spirit to take my place. The Spirit
will teach you everything and will remind you of what 1
said while I was with you.

John 14:25-26, CEV

The Bible calls the Holy Spirit the Spirit of Christ. It says
that Christ lives and rules in our hearts through his Spirit.

The Bible sums it up this way:

And now you also have heard the truth, the Good News
that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ,
he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy
Spirit, whom he promised long ago. The Spirit is God’s
guarantee that he will give us everything he promised
and that he has purchased us to be his own people. This
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is just one more reason for us to praise our glorious
God.

Ephesians 1:13-14, CEV

You are no longer ruled by your desires, but by God’s
Spirit, who lives in you. People who don’t have the
Spirit of Christ in them don’t belong to him. But Christ
lives in you. So you are alive because God has ac-
cepted you, even though your bodies must die because
of your sins. Yet God raised Jesus to life! God’s Spirit
now lives in you, and he will raise you to life by his
Spirit.

Romans 8:9-11, CEV

So every believer has Jesus’ Spirit living in him.

B. The Spirit does many things to help believers:
* He* reminds them of Jesus’ words.
* He gives them power to resist temptation.

* He gives them special abilities with which they
serve and love others.

* He produces the fruit of love and goodness in their
lives.

The Holy Spirit of Jesus is the greatest spirit of all. He is
not a created spirit. He is the very Spirit of God. He is God!
And if we believe in Jesus, he lives inside of you and me!

C. People who follow Jesus can’t be controlled by evil
spirits. The Spirit of God protects them from the spirits in
the world. The Bible encourages us with these words:

...the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit
who lives in the world.

1 John 4:4, NLT

What a great promise! We have the Spirit of God living
inside our hearts. He will guide us. He will strengthen us.
And he will protect us against every attack of the evil one.
By ourselves we are weak, small and powerless against
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* “He”: Do not use the pronoun
“it” when referring to the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not an
impersonal power or force. He is
the third Person of the Trinity.
He is God.



Hope in the Darkness - Message #8

The Strongest Spirit of All

demonic forces. No magic amulets or charms or formulas
can ever help us against their power. But because the Spirit
lives in us, we have great power with which to resist them.

Application:

Listener, if you are not yet a follower of the Lord Jesus
Christ, I urge you to run to him for protection. He is strong
enough to drive the demons from your life. He will come
and live in your heart by his Spirit if you welcome him into
your life. And he will protect you from being controlled by
evil spirits.

And if you are already a follower of Jesus, rejoice! Praise
God for the wonderful gift of his Spirit. Celebrate your
freedom from slavery to the forces of darkness. Live your
life to please and praise our Almighty Deliverer.

[Conclude with an appropriate prayer]
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POWER FROM GOD ON HIGH

Theme: Jesus gives believers the power to cast out demons
from other people.

Bible Verses: Various. See below.

Introduction:

Believers in Jesus Christ have this wonderful word of
encouragement from the Bible:

...the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit
who lives in the world.

1 John 4:4, NLT

Jesus lives in us through his Holy Spirit, which he has
given to us. The Holy Spirit protects us from being con-
trolled or possessed by Satan and the demons (or evil spir-
its) who follow him. The Spirit gives us power for our
protection.*

But the power we have from the Spirit is not only for our
own good. It is also for us to use to help others. Jesus gives
us the power to cast demons out of other people. He
gives us the same power he used to cast out evil spirits in
his ministry. Jesus himself gave us this promise:

Have faith in me when I say that the Father is one with
me and that I am one with the Father. Or else have
faith in me simply because of the things I do. I tell you
for certain that if you have faith in me, you will do the
same things that I am doing. You will do even greater
things, now that I am going back to the Father.

John 14:11-12, CEV

Here are similar promises the Bible gives to all believers:
Resist the devil, and he will run from you.
James 4:7, CEV
Every child of God can defeat the world, and our faith
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*This power is not a power that
dwells in us. It is not a power
that is ‘ours’ and that we can
completely control. It is God’s
power and always depends on
God'’s will.
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is what gives us this victory. No one can defeat the
world without having faith in Jesus as the Son of God.

1 John 5:4-5, CEV

Did you hear what these verses say about the importance of
faith in Jesus? People who don’t believe in Jesus do not
have the same power that believers have. Listen to this
story from the Bible:

God gave Paul the power to work great miracles.
*People even took handkerchiefs and aprons that had
touched Paul’s body, and they carried them to everyone
who was sick. All of the sick people were healed, and
the evil spirits went out.

Some Jewish men started going around trying to
force out evil spirits by using the name of the Lord
Jesus. They said to the spirits, “Come out in the name
of that same Jesus that Paul preaches about!”

Seven sons of a high priest named Sceva were doing
this, when an evil spirit said to them, “I know Jesus!
And I have heard about Paul. But who are you?” Then
the man with the evil spirit jumped on them and beat
them up. They ran out of the house, naked and bruised.

When the Jews and Gentiles in Ephesus heard
about this, they were so frightened that they praised the
name of the Lord Jesus. Many who were followers now
started telling everyone about the evil things they had
been doing. Some who had been practicing witchcraft
even brought their books and burned them in public. **
These books were worth about fifty thousand silver
coins. So the Lord’s message spread and became even
more powerful.

Acts 19:11-20, CEV

So, we have a special power over demons that unbelievers
do not have. This power is not just for certain people
like Paul. It is God’s promise for all believers. Some-
times God gives people like Paul extraordinary abilities.
They can drive out demons more than most believers can.
But the power to cast out demons is a promise for all Chris-
tians, because God’s Spirit lives in them.
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*The people were superstitious
and believed that by touching a
holy man they might be healed.
People are not normally healed
by doing this, and we shouldn’t
try to imitate these people by
using handkerchiefs and aprons.
In the Bible people are healed
by having faith in God’s power.

But God wanted to show these
superstitious people that the
Apostle Paul spoke with God’s
authority, so he used even
Paul’s touch to heal them and
cast our their demons.

**The Ephesians saw how im-
portant it was to destroy every-
thing they own that had to do
with the occult, witchcraft and
magic. A silver coin was a
worker’s wages for an entire
day, so the Ephesians lost the
equivalent of 50,000 days’
wages.

If your listeners struggle with
attachment to the occult, en-
courage them to make the same
sacrifice the Ephesian converts
did and destroy all objects of
witchcraft and demon worship.
See message #2 for more on
these verses.
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With this great power comes great responsibility. When
people are enslaved by evil spirits, they need our help. It
would be selfish if we were to say, “I am safe from de-
mons. So I will relax. I will enjoy my own life and not
worry about the needs of others.” If we think like this, we
are like soldiers running away from a battle. Such a reac-
tion is shameful and cowardly.

But we do not need to be ashamed. We do not need to be
fearful. We should trust in God’s power. We can enter the
spiritual battle with confidence in him. Instead of running
away from danger in order to protect ourselves, we can be
alert to recognize people who are in danger and rescue
them from the devil’s power. We can bring freedom to
people who suffer in slavery to sin and evil spirits.

Application

Friend, if you are a follower of Jesus, I urge you to take
hold of the power that you have in Jesus Christ. Pray to him
for strength and courage. Put your trust in the Holy Spirit.
Don’t run from opportunities to free other people from
captivity. Instead,

Make the most of every opportunity for doing good in
these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly, but try to un-
derstand what the Lord wants you to do.

Ephesians 5:16-17, NLT

If you are not a believer, and you are suffering from the
harmful power of evil spirits, I urge you to seek out some-
one who believes in Jesus. God has given them a power
and a message that can help you. Let them tell you the good
news of Jesus. Let them show you the way to freedom from
sin and slavery to false spirits. Let them point you to the
One who is Lord of heaven and earth. May Jesus become
the Lord of your life, too.

[Conclude with an appropriate prayer]
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BETTER THAN MAGIC

Theme: God disapproves of magic and witchcraft and
invites us to trust him for what we need.

Bible Verses: Acts 19:11-20, Deuteronomy 18:9-14

Introduction:

In our last message we discovered that believers in Jesus
Christ have the power to cast evil spirits out of people. We
heard the story of how the apostle Paul drove demons out
of people in the city of Ephesus. But when unbelievers
from that place tried to do what Paul did, the demons did
not come out of people. In fact, the demons attacked and
beat up the unbelievers who were trying to cast them out!

This frightened many people in the city of Ephesus. Many
of them became believers in Jesus. Then they did some-
thing amazing. Let’s listen to the end of that story again:

The story of what happened spread quickly all through
Ephesus, to Jews and Greeks alike. A solemn fear de-
scended on the city, and the name of the Lord Jesus was
greatly honored. Many who became believers confessed
their sinful practices. A number of them who had been
practicing magic brought their incantation books and
burned them at a public bonfire.* The value of the
books was several million dollars. So the message
about the Lord spread widely and had a powerful ef-

fect.
Acts 19:11-20, NLT

The people in Ephesus realized that magic is evil. It is evil
because it does not help people get rid of evil spirits. But
more importantly, it is evil because God hates it. The Ephe-
sians had spent millions of dollars on books with magic
spells in them. They believed the magic spells would help
them get rid of demons. They believed they could make
their lives better. But they saw that what they really needed
was the love and the power of Jesus. They gladly confessed
their evil deeds, burned their expensive books, and began
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*Bonfire: a large fire in a public
place such as a street, in which
people destroy things that they

are ashamed of.

Do your people believe in
magic? Are there ceremonies or
objects used in magical ceremo-
nies? What would happen if new
believers destroyed the objects
they use in magic? How would
unbelievers react? How can you
help them? Is there a true story
about believers that you can tell
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to follow him.

For the Ephesians this was a new and wonderful discovery.
But God had told this to people long ago in the laws he
gave to his people Israel. Before he led them into the land
he promised to give them, God gave Israel a list of some of
the practices that were evil in his sight. Listen as I read that
list from the law of God:

Soon you will go into the land that the LORD your
God is giving you. The nations that live there do things
that are disgusting to the LORD, and you must not fol-
low their example. Don’t sacrifice your son or daugh-
ter. And don’’t try to use any kind of magic or witchcraft
to tell fortunes or to cast spells or to talk with spirits of
the dead.

The LORD is disgusted with anyone who does these
things, and that’s why he will help you destroy the
nations that are in the land. Never be guilty of doing
any of these disgusting things!

You will go in and take the land from nations that
practice magic and witchcraft. But the LORD your God
won’t allow you to do those things.

Deuteronomy 18:9-14, CEV

From the strong language he uses, there is no doubt that
God hates these practices! What is so evil about them?
Let’s look briefly at each one:**

1.

“Don’t sacrifice your son or daughter” (verse 10)
Some of the nations practiced child sacrifice. People
allowed their children to die in a fire as a burnt sacrifice
in honor of a god. They did this so that the god would
give them information they were seeking. They wanted
the gods to tell them information about the future, or
other hidden, secret information. This practice is obvi-
ously very evil because it involves murdering little
children. But it is also evil because people used it to try
to manipulate (control) God. They thought, “God, I
gave you my child. Now you have to do what I tell
you.” But God is our master, not our servant. We may
not command him anything.
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them?

**The information we used for
Deuteronomy 18 comes from
The Prophet and His Message
by Michael Williams.
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2.

“And don’t try to use any kind of magic or witch-
craft to tell fortunes (Verses 10-11).” People used
many different ways to discover secret information.
They studied the internal organs of animals. They stud-
ied the stars. They used objects and images. God says
all these ways of finding out the future are evil and
disgusting. God invites us to pray to him when we need
wisdom. When we refuse to pray and turn to these
wicked practices, we are saying, “I don’t need God. I
will find out the future without him.”

Today many people study tea leaves, palm readings,
playing cards, special numbers, crystal balls, bowls of
water and many other things to tell fortunes. If you are
involved in any of these practices, beware! God hates
all these. He invites you to turn away from them and to
turn to him in prayer.

“And don’t try to use any kind of magic or witch-
craft ... to cast spells (verses 10-11).” People use
special phrases, rituals and amulets because they think
these things can influence spirits and gods. People who
practice witchcraft wish to control people and events in
order to protect themselves from harm or get what they
want. They use evil religious practices for selfish mo-
tives. Magic spells and curses are some of the most evil
practices that people do. Why is that?

» They are evil because they seek to harm other peo-
ple. They seek to act contrary to what is good and
right.

* They are evil because they spring from selfish de-
sires. Often we want what we can’t get. We try to
trick the god(s) we believe in to give us what we
want. We try to control things that God forbids us to
control. This is not the way for us to get the good
things we need most.

» They are evil because they ignore and avoid God.
Magic and witchcraft are attempts to satisfy our
needs and desires without humbly praying to God
and trusting him. Using magic is the opposite of
trusting God. Magic is deceitful and insincere. It is
the opposite of trusting and worshiping God.

* They are evil because they are tools of demonic
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forces of darkness. People who use magic are enlist-
ing the help of evil beings who seek to hurt them.
They are doing business with their worst enemies!

For all these reasons, God hates and forbids the use of
magic spells, magic rituals and magic objects.

4. “And don’t try to use any kind of magic or witch-
craft ... to talk with spirits of the dead” (verses 10-
11). God also says that speaking with dead people is
disgusting to him. God encourages all people to pray to
him. But instead of praying to God, people try to speak
to the dead. Some try to contact friends and family
members who have died. Some pray to saints or holy
people from the past. God says that we may not do
these things.

Listener, are you desperate for knowledge, for protection,
for success or for power? Magic and witchcraft are not the
right ways to gain any of these things. But God promises to
care for you if you turn to him.

* God promises that he will give wisdom to everyone

who prays to him in faith.* * James 1:5-6
* God is a shield and a defender for everyone who puts

their trust in him.** **Psalm 91
* God will provide for all our needs when we submit to

his will, *** ***Mt. 6:31-34

* God’s Holy Spirit lives in believers and gives us the
power we need to live for God.****
My prayer for you is that you would do what the Ephesian “**Romans 8:1-14
people did. They stopped trusting in magic. They destroyed
everything that had to do with magic in a big fire. They
turned away from all the evil practices that are disgusting
to God. They put their trust in Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
and followed him.

[Conclude with an appropriate prayer]
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CURSES AND BLESSINGS

Theme: Believers need not fear curses.* They should pray
for blessing to come on people who curse them.

Bible Verses: Various. See below.

Introduction:

In this series of messages we have been considering Satan’s
many evil works, the supernatural forces that bring fear and
pain to people. One of those invisible forces is the power
behind curses.

Many people in the world are afraid of curses. When some-
one becomes ill, family members may take him to a doctor,
but they also wonder, “Who put a curse on him?” They try
to find out who would have a reason to hurt this member of
their family. What can we say about curses?

*  Curses are very evil words. People who curse other
people want them to experience harm or trouble.

*  Curses provoke more curses. One person curses another
person. The second person gets angry and curses the
first person worse. Then the first person places an even
more powerful curse. The hate, revenge and violence
grow and grow.

Some people say that curses are not real. They say curses
do not have any power. But many other people have felt the
powerful forces of curses. They know that curses are more
than just empty words.

The Bible treats curses as real. Here is the story of a king
and a magician who tried to curse God’s people in the Old
Testament of the Bible. The Israelites had recently left
Egypt. They were traveling on foot to the land God prom-
ised to give them. King Balak of Moab, a neighboring
nation, heard of them and became afraid. He hired Balaam,
a magician, to curse them. Here is what the Bible says:

King Balak sent a message to Balaam son of Beor who
lived among his relatives in the town of Pethor near the
Euphrates River. It said.:
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Explanatory Notes:

*In this message, we use the
word ‘curse’ to refer to the use
of magical or powerful words to
inflict harm on someone.

It is important to note that the
Bible talks about God cursing.
How should we understand this?
Is God evil? For example, God
curses people and Satan for
their sinfulness (Genesis 3).

When God curses, he is not
being evil. He is acting as a
judge and is simply announcing
his righteous punishment of sin.

When people use magic words
to curse people, they are trying
to act as judge instead of letting
God be the judge. They are try-
ing to harm their neighbors,
whom God has commanded us
to love. And they are using
magic or calling on false gods.
God forbids these activities.
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I need your help. A huge group of people has come
here from Egypt and settled near my territory. They
are too powerful for us to defeat, so would you
come and place a curse on them? Maybe then we
can run them off. I know that anyone you bless will
be successful, but anyone you curse will fail.
During the night, God asked Balaam, “Who are these
people at your house?”
“They are messengers from King Balak of Moab,”
Balaam answered. “He sent them to ask me to go to
Moab and place a curse on the people who have come
there from Egypt. They have settled everywhere around
him, and he wants to run them off.”

But God replied, “Don’t go with Balak’s messen-
gers. I have blessed those people who have come from
Egypt, so don’t curse them.”

The next morning, Balaam said to Balak’s officials,
“Go on back home. The LORD says I cannot go with

2

you.
Numbers 22:5-6, 9-13, CEV

But King Balak was insistent. Three times he promised to
pay Balaam a great sum of money so that Balaam would
curse the Israelites. But all three times God put words of
blessing in Balaam’s mouth. God would not let Balaam
curse them.

Here is what Balaam said on the third occasion:
“I am the son of Beor,
and my words are true,
so listen to my message!
It comes from the LORD,
the God All-Powerful.
I bowed down to him
and saw a vision of Israel.

“People of Israel,

your camp is lovely.
1t’s like a grove of palm trees

or a garden beside a river.
You are like tall aloe trees

that the LORD has planted,
or like cedars growing near water.
You and your descendants
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will prosper like an orchard
beside a stream.
Your king will rule with power
and be a greater king
than Agag the Amalekite.
With the strength of a wild ox,
God led you out of Egypt.
You will defeat your enemies,
shooting them with arrows
and crushing their bones.
Like a lion you lie down,
resting after an attack.
Who would dare disturb you?

“Anyone who blesses you
will be blessed;

anyone who curses you
will be cursed.”

When Balak heard this, he was so furious that he
pounded his fist against his hand and said, “I called you
here to place a curse on my enemies, and you 've blessed
them three times. Leave now and go home! I told you I
would pay you well, but since the LORD didn’t let you do
what I asked, you won’t be paid.”

Numbers 24:3-11, CEV

The last words of Balaam’s message repeats the promise
God gave to Abraham in Genesis 12:3. God told Abraham
that he would curse anyone who cursed Abraham and his
descendants.

The Bible says that people who believe in Jesus are the
spiritual descendants of Abraham. We are his children
because we have faith, just as he had faith.* This means
that no one who believes in Jesus needs to fear curses. God
promises to protect him from the power of curses.

Many believers around the world testify that this is true.
They say that when people tried to curse them, the curses
did not harm them. Instead, the curses returned to the ones
who placed the curse, and afflicted them! Some believers
have had people ask them for prayer, saying, “We tried to
put a curse on you, but now the curse came on us and you
are unharmed. Please pray to God so that we will be
healed.”
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*Romans 4:16, Galatians 3:7.
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Jesus gave special instructions to his followers about
curses. He told them,

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you,
pray for those who abuse you.”

Luke 6:27-28*, NRSV

Jesus wants his followers to overcome evil with good.
When people speak evil and place curses on them, they
should not respond with hateful words. They should re-
spond with kindness, compassion and prayer for them. In
this way, they can break the constant flow of cursing be-
tween people and replace it with blessing. They can stop
the chain of hate and replace it with love.

Jesus only asks his followers to do what he did himself.
When his enemies beat him,
and spit on him,
and mocked him,
and nailed his hands and feet to a wooden cross
and hung him on the cross to die a cruel
death,
Jesus said,
“Father, forgive these people! They don’t know
what they re doing.” (Luke 23:34-35, CEV)

They spoke evil of him and he prayed for their forgiveness!
Listener, would you like to be free from the fear of curses?
Would you like to put an end to the endless series of curses
that people place on each other? Come to Jesus. Come to
the One who blessed those who cursed him. Only he can
offer you true power and protection against curses and
magic spells.

[Conclude with an appropriate prayer of trust and
thanksgiving to God, whose power and blessing is greater
than all curses]
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A DESPERATE CRY TO GOD FOR
HEALING

Bible verses: Psalm 6 NIrv

Introduction:

Are you in good health today? Most people greet each
other with the question, “How are you?” We are happy
when we can honestly say, “I am well today.” But when we
are very sick, we look for ways to be healed. We want to
escape from the sorrow and suffering that illness and death
bring to us.

In this message I will do two things. First, I will tell you
the experience of a group of people in Mexico. Next I will
explain Psalm 6 in the Bible. My goal is to help you to
think about your experiences with illness and to explain
what the Bible teaches us clearly about illness, death and
God’s power to heal.

Ilustration: I have here a written report of illness and
healing from the country of Mexico. It may surprise you!
Even if this experience is very different from what you
know, it will alert you to how people suffer and how they
try to deal with serious sickness.

“Pedro knew how to play the guitar very well. But
Andre did not know how to play. Andre got angry
because people liked Pedro’s playing. Andre put a curse
on Pedro so he would get sick. By means of the devil he
gave him worms in his stomach. Pedro got deathly sick.
So he sent for the shaman.* The shaman took his hand,
felt his pulse and said,

“You have worms because a person was jealous of how
well you play the guitar. I will tell you who did it if you
will pay me 60 pesos.”**

Pedro paid the money but did not get well. So the fam-

ily got the town officers to bring Andre, who was ac-
cused of causing the sickness. When he came they said
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Explanatory Notes:

*Shaman: religious healer.

**60 pesos equaled $10.00 USA
dollars at the time, a lot of
money for Pedro.
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to him, “You must remove the worms which you
caused by your curse.”

Then the shaman, who was also present, said, “He will
get well. I will give him a glass of water to drink.” In a
little while Pedro went outside and relieved himself
[defecated]. Many long worms came out!

Then the town officers tied up Andre and said, “We are
doing this so you won’t do this again!” They tied him
up under a tree for a long time where all the people
could see him. Later his hands came untied. Andre ran
away and was never seen again.”

This is reported as a true story. There are thousands of
stories like it about jealousy, curses, sickness and people
who run away and never return. What is the solution to the
problems we see in this report? What are the answers to
serious questions which we have in our minds about the
causes and cures for sickness? There are clear answers in
the Bible, the Word of God.

Psalm 6 — There is a book of 150 songs and prayers in the
Bible. Song #6, Psalm 6, is the cry of a person who is
terribly sick, afraid, feels attacked by evil persons and
powers, but who turns to God in prayer for help.**

LORD, don’t correct me when you are angry.
Don’t punish me when you are burning with anger.
LORD, have mercy on me. ['m so weak.

LORD, heal me. My body is full of pain.

My soul is very troubled.

LORD, how long will it be until you save me?

LORD, turn to me and help me.

Save me. Your love never fails.

People can’t remember you when they are dead.
How can they praise you when they are in the grave?

My groaning has worn me out.

All night long my tears flood my bed.

My bed is wet because of my crying.

I'm so sad I can’t see very well.

My eyesight gets worse because of all my enemies.
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**You may read the Psalm now
if you want. The points that fol-
low are taken directly from the
Psalm. Its words are repeated in
the message based on the NiRV
English translation.
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Get away from me, all of you who do evil.
The LORD has heard my sobbing.
The LORD has heard my cry for his favor.
The LORD accepts my prayer.
All of my enemies will be troubled and put to shame.
They will turn back in dishonor. It will happen sud-
denly.
Psalm 6, NIrvV

1. The Causes of Sickness:

The ancient song writer says, “Lord, don’t correct me when
you are angry. Don’t punish me when you are burning with
anger” (v.1). The Bible teaches us that we suffer from
illness for three reasons:

A. Some illnesses are a direct result of our sin. If we
are sick we must ask God if he is correcting us for
some specific sin or disobedience. The Bible says,
“Do not lose hope when he (God) corrects you....
He punishes everyone he accepts as a child. Put up
with hard times. God uses them to train you. He is
treating you as (his) children.” (Hebrews 12:4-8,
NIrV) But often, like foolish children, we don’t
accept his correction. We refuse the good lessons he
teaches us, lessons which lead to health! The Bible
reminds us that we must obey God if we want
health and happiness.

B. But not all of our sickness is a direct result of our
own sin. Sometimes we get sick because we are
weak, fragile creatures living in a hurt world. Death
and sickness came into the world after Adam and
Eve, our first human parents, disobeyed God. God
punished them and all people since then with afflic-
tions and death. So the general cause for sickness is
sin and its effects in the world.

C. Demons and evil people can hurt us. Psalm 6 says,
“My eyesight gets worse because of all my ene-
mies.” (v.7b) And, “Get away from me, all of you
who do evil.” (v.8a) As we saw in the account I
read to you, people want to do us harm. Can they
curse us? We cannot know for sure, but we know
that bad people have strong, evil powers. Don’t
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laugh at people who fear such curses. Pray for your-
self and for them that no one will be able to bring
curses on you.

The world is troubled because we are all sinners. Think
about that. If you know you have sinned and are suffering
because of it, confess your sin to God promptly. If you feel
the sin of others makes you sick, call on God to heal you
and stop those who are hurting you. God loves every part
of you and wants to heal your diseases and stop you from
sinning.

2. Our Pain Because of Sickness and Death is Terrible.
I do not need to say that! We all know it, even if we don’t
complain openly. The song writer cries out to God just as
we so often do:

“Lord, have mercy on me. I'm so weak.... My body is
full of pain.” (v.2)

“My soul is very troubled.” (v.3a)

“People can’t remember you when they are dead. How
can they praise you when they are in the grave?” (v.5)
“My groaning has worn me out. All night my tears
flood my bed. My bed is wet because of my crying. I'm
so sad I can’t see very well. My eyesight gets worse
because of all my enemies.” (vv.6, 7)

Most of us have had feelings like that. Our bodies are
weak. We feel we are in a wrong relation to God. We see
no hope because death stares us in the face with no hope of
life continuing. Our nights are full of agony. We feel we
are being attacked by enemies.

What about you? Is sickness troubling you deeply? Is
someone you love struggling with illness? If so, you will
understand the next lines of our sad Song writer.

3. God Wants You To Tell Him Your Troubles.

The Psalm writer teaches us how to be honest with God
about our emotions and troubled feelings. Listen while I
repeat what he said to the Lord:

“Lord, have mercy on me...Lord heal me.” (v.2)
“Lord, how long will it be until you save me?”” (v.3b)
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“Lord, turn to me and help me. Save me. Your love
never fails.” (v.4)

God is listening even though we feel he is far away and
doesn’t act or speak. The Song writer tells God directly:
“Look at me! Heal me! Don’t wait so long! Save me from
my trouble.” He ends with hope and confidence in God.
“Your love never fails.”

How wonderful! The Song writer speaks with emotion and
urgency, but as he does so, he expresses his faith. God’s
love never fails. That is the main message of the whole
Bible!

4. We Can Have Confidence in God for Healing and
Help.

The Song writer learned from hard experiences that God
heals. He was shocked by the intensity of his pain and the
fears that gripped him. Death seemed like the final enemy
that would end everything. Can you picture his agony? You
have probably had a similar experience. Maybe today you
are crying out in your heart for healing from a serious
illness. Or you may be overcome with grief because of the
sudden death of someone you love. What hope is there for
you and me?

The Song writer speaks his faith in God boldly:

Get away from me, all of you who do evil.
The Lord has heard my sobbing.

The Lord has heard my cry for his favor.
The Lord accepts my prayer.

All my enemies will be troubled and put to shame.
They will turn back in dishonor. It will
happen suddenly. (vv.8-10)

The Lord is listening. He is not asleep. He does not ignore
his children when they are in deep trouble. He accepts our
request for help. God fights with us against all our enemies
— the enemies of sickness and death, and the evil spirits and
bad persons who we feel can hurt us. God will put them to
shame if that is best for them.

Our first response to trouble should be to pray to God. So
often we call in other help first like Pedro, who got the
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village authorities to protect him and punish Andre, who he
thought injured him. Our best help in trouble is God! He is
a powerful and ever-present healer.

Will God always help and heal us suddenly? No, not al-
ways as we want. We are impatient and unwilling to learn
from the troubles that come to us. We want them to be gone
immediately. Be patient. God is never in a hurry. Some-
times he does act quickly, but not every time. Because God
knows better than we do, he heals us when he decides. That
is best for us!

Conclusion: I hope I have helped you to think about the
problems of sickness, death, curses, our troubled feelings
and deep distress. I am sure you know exactly what I mean.
The solution is in the hands of a God whose love does not
fail. He is the Great Doctor who knows just what to do for
you today. Please, speak honestly to him now. Admit your
faults and sins. Tell him your deepest fears and worst pain.
He is listening. He will surely help you. That is the reason
he is God. Say a prayer to him now in your heart, or aloud,
and you will know what [ mean.
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JESUS IS A POWERFUL HEALER

Theme: Jesus Christ healed many people suffering from all
kinds of serious physical and mental illnesses. Does he still
heal today?

Bible Verses: Mark1:32-34a; Matthew 8:14-17; 17:17-21;
Hebrews 13:7-8 (all CEV).

Introduction:

There are too many illnesses in the world! I think all of us
would agree about that. Every day we, or persons we care
about, suffer from some serious physical or mental illness.
We would be happy if there were a healer whom we could
contact immediately and get full relief from our problems.

There is one person who healed all kinds of terrible physi-
cal and mental illnesses. You have probably heard his name
many times. His name is Jesus. The Bible has four short
books that tell about his teaching and his acts of healing.
These “Gospels (good news)” were written by men who
saw how Jesus healed people again and again over a period
of over three years.

Here are just a few verses from those Gospels about his
healing:

That evening after sunset, all who were sick or had
demons in them were brought to Jesus. In fact, the
whole town gathered around the door of the house.
Jesus healed all kinds of terrible diseases and forced
out a lot of demons.

Mark 1:32-34a, CEV

Jesus went to the home of Peter, where he found that
Peter’s mother-in-law was sick in bed with fever. He
took her by the hand, and the fever left her. Then she got
up and served Jesus a meal.

That evening many people with demons in them were
brought to Jesus. And with only a word he forced out the
evil spirits and healed everyone who was sick. So God’s
promise came true, just as the prophet Isaiah had said,

“He healed our diseases and made us well.”
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Matthew 8:14-17, CEV
Later another writer said this about Jesus:

Don’t forget about your leaders who taught you
God’s message. Remember what kind of lives they lived
and try to have faith like theirs.

Jesus Christ never changes! He is the same yester-
day, today, and forever.

Hebrews 13:7-8, CEV

I would like to explain more about this Jesus and his heal-
ing power.

1. Here is a short summary of his many healings over a
period of 3 years. These are the conditions and dis-
eases that he healed, all of them more than once.

» Jesus healed people with a high fever (John 4:52; Mark
1:30).

» Jesus healed people with evil spirits®* (Mark 1:23,32;
5:1-5. Matthew 9:28; Luke 8:26 and many more
verses).

» Jesus healed people with “all kinds of terrible dis-
eases” (Mark 1: 33,34)

» Jesus healed people with leprosy (skin diseases) (Mark
1:40)

» Jesus healed crippled people — people whose bodies,
hands, legs and arms did not function (Mark 2:3, 3:1).

» Jesus raised the dead. (Mark 5:23; John 11:14, 38-44)

» Jesus healed people with terrible pain. (Matthew 8:5
CEV)

» Jesus healed blind people (John 5:3,4; 9:1-12 Matthew
9:27; Mark 8:22).

» Jesus healed a person with a shriveled hand (Matthew
12:10 NIV).

» Jesus healed people who were crippled by a spirit. ..
completely bent over and could not straighten up at
all.” (Luke 13:10-20 CEV)

» Jesus healed people with epilepsy (seiz